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{Our Common Future 1987)

“Sustainable development is development that
meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their needs.”
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John Rawls suggests that we should imagine
we sit behind a veil of ignorance that keeps us
from knowing who we are and identifying
with our personal circumstances.

By being ignorant of our circumstances, we
can more objectively consider how societies
should operate.
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LINA M. KHAN ‘ Ilz*ht" <' E’
Amazon’s Antitrust Paradox ﬁxml\a\\lkﬁ = Ij‘-; w =1

ABSTRACT. Amazon is the titan of twenty-first century commerce. In addition to being a re E — E O
tailer, it is now a marketing platform, a delivery and logistics network, a payment service, a credit * o
lender, an auction house, a major book publisher, a producer of television and films, a fashion =

designer, a hardware manufacturer, and a leading host of cloud server space. Although Amazon

has clocked staggering growth, it generates meager profits, choosing to price below-cost and ex
pand widely instead. Through this strategy, the company has positioned itself at the center of ¢ \ ——
commetce and now serves as essential infrastructure for a host of other businesses that depend
upon it. Elements of the firm's structure and conduct pose anticompetitive concerns — yet it has

escaped antitrust scrutiny

This Note argues that the current framework in antitrust —specifically its pegging competi
tion to “consumer welfare,” defined as short-term price cffects — is unequipped to capture the ar
chitecrure of market power in the modern economy, We cannot cognize the potential harms to
competition posed by Amazon's dominance if we measure competition primarily through price

and output. Specifically, current doctrine underappreciates the risk of predatory pricir

integration across distinct business lines may prove anticompetitive. These concerns are height
ened in the context of online platforms for two reasons. First, the economics of platform markets
create incentives for a company to pursue growth over profits, a strategy that investors have re
warded. Under these conditions, predatory pricing becomes highly rational - even as existing
doctrine treats it as irrational and therefore implausible. Second, because online platforms serve
as critical intermediaries, inte;

ating across business lines positions these platforms to control
the essential infrastructure on which their rivals depend. This dual role also enables a platform to
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